The Life of Calvary
The Church Is Losing Discernment
by Harry Bethel

H

ave you ever wondered why there is
so much error among brethren concerning doctrine? Much of the problem can
be attributed to carnality or a party spirit
(denominational or sectarian), but much of
it is directly related to the fact that there is
simply a lack of discernment among church
leaders and other Christians in these last
days.
If there ever was a need for the gift of
discernment it is now. But a truly discerning Christian who has a teachable spirit
and is more concerned about scriptural
truth than denominational or congregational loyalty is a rare one indeed. And it is
difficult to find a pastor who fears God
more than the deacon board or whoever
does the hiring and firing.
There are, however, many sincere
church leaders who are doing the best they
can, but are far from the New Testament
pattern. Why is this the case? One reason
is a lack of discernment. But the problem is
not with God. The problem is with us, because we have divided hearts. We want

what the world has to offer more than we
want God and the fullness of the Holy
Spirit, and the power and discernment to
be had. “And He gave them their request;
but sent leanness into their soul" (Psalm
106:15).
Quenching the Holy Spirit
There is much spiritual leanness today because of Christians filling their
minds with the filth and humanistic philosophy on the television and in the newspapers and such-like, The Holy spirit has
been so quenched that they can no longer
discern the more subtle tactics of the enemy. Even true Christians today have
given themselves over to such things as
divorce and remarriage, or are at least
questioning whether or not the church of a
hundred years ago wasn't a bit too legalistic on this and other matters. But the plain
truth is set forth in the words of Jesus and
those of Paul inspired by the spirit of
Christ. We are like those Old Testament
saints spoken of in the book of judges,
"Every man did that which was right in his
(Continued on page 2)

Preaching The Gospel
by Pastor Jesse Waggoner

N

ot every sermon is preached by the
most eloquent preacher. Some of
the most effective come from the heart of
a simple servant of God. The following
testimony by Charles Spurgeon, known
as one of the greatest preachers of all
time, proves this point. His own testimony
of conversion follows:
“While under the concern of soul, I
resolved that I would attend all the places
of worship in the town where I lived, in
order that I might find out the way of salvation. I was willing to do anything, and
be anything, if God would only forgive my
sin. I knew it was said 'Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be
saved' but I did not know what it was to
believe on Christ. I sometimes think I
might have been in darkness and despair
until now had it not for the goodness of
God in sending a snowstorm. One Sunday morning while I was going to a certain
place of worship when I could go no further, I turned down a side street and into

a little primitive Methodist Chapel. In that
Chapel there may have been a dozen or
fifteen people.... The minister did not
come that morning, he was snowed up, I
suppose. At very last, a very thin-looking
man, a shoemaker, or tailor, or something
of that sort, went up into the pulpit to
preach. He was obliged to stick to his text
for the simple fact that he had little else to
say.
"The text was 'LOOK UNTO ME, AND
BE YE SAVED, ALL THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH.' He did not even pronounce the
words rightly, but that did not matter.
There was, I thought, a glimmer of hope
for me in that text. The preacher said thus:
'My dear friend this is a very simple text
indeed. It says, look. Now lookin' don't
take a deal of pain. It ain't liftin' your foot
or your finger; it is just, 'look'. Well, a man
needn't go to college to learn to look. You
may be the biggest fool, and yet you can
(Continued on page 2)
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“He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me
beside the still waters. He
restoreth my soul: he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.”
— Psalm 23:2-3

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH GOD
Begin your day with God
As you kneel to Him in prayer.
Lift your heart to lofty heights,
And know that He is there.
Take your Bible and open it
To a favorite verse.
Let God speak as you read,
And in His love immerse.
His Word can sweeten your thoughts,
And take away every care.
And you can face each new day
Without sad despair.
Stay with God throughout your day,
Though His face you cannot see.
Wherever you are — at home or gone,
He’ll still be near to thee.
Keep your mind stayed upon God.
Lift your spirits high.
Acknowledge all He gives to you,
And on His strength rely.
End your day with God.
Your many sins confess.
Trust in His Son’s atoning blood,
Receive His righteousness.
Go to bed at night with God.
He’ll give you restful sleep.
And when your life on earth is o’er,
Your soul He’ll gently keep.
-Fern Hanlin Coberly

Preaching The
Gospel

The Church Is
Losing Discernment

(Continued from page 1)
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look. A man needn't be worth a thousand
a year to be able to look. Anyone can
look; even a child can look. But then the
text says 'Look unto Me' Ay!' said he, in
broad Essex, 'many on ye are lookin' to
yourselves, but it's no use lookin' there.
You'll never find any comfort in yourselves. Some look to God the Father. No,
look to Him by-and-by. Jesus Christ says,
'Look unto Me.' Some of ye say, 'We must
wait for the Spirit's workin'.' You have no
business with that just now. Look to
Christ. The text says, 'Look unto Me'.
Then the good man followed up his text in
this way; 'Look unto Me; I am sweatin'
great drops of blood. Look unto Me; I am
hangin' on the cross. Look unto Me; I am
dead and buried. Look unto Me; I rise
again. Look unto Me; I ascend to Heaven.
Look unto Me; I am sittin' at the Father's
right hand. Oh poor sinner, look unto Me!
Look unto Me!'
“When he had gone to about that
length, and managed to spin out ten minutes or so, he was at the end of his
tether. Then he looked at me under the
gallery, and I daresay, with so few present he knew me to be a stranger. Just
fixing his eyes on me, as if he knew all
my heart, he said, 'Young man, you look
very miserable.' Well, I did, but I had not
been accustomed to have remarks made
from the pulpit on my personal appearance before. However, it was a blow,
struck right home. He continued, 'and you
will be miserable - miserable in life, and
miserable in death—if you don't obey my
text, but if you will now, this moment, you
will be saved.' Then, lifting up his hands,
he shouted, 'Young man, look to Jesus
Christ. Look! Look! Look!' . . Oh! I looked
until I could almost have looked my eyes
away. There and then the cloud was
gone, the darkness had rolled away, and
that moment I saw the sun; and I could
have risen that instant, and sung with the
most enthusiastic of them, of the precious
blood of Christ, and the simple faith which
looks alone to Him. Oh, that somebody
had told me this before, "Trust Christ, and
you shall be saved."
That is good preaching! The kind we
all need to hear and the kind we all need
to do.

own eyes” (Judges 17:6b).
Many Christians have become desensitized by listening to the enemy saying again and again concerning so many
teachings in the Scriptures, "Yea, hath
God said... ?"
Christians cannot indulge in the
carnal offerings of the world and expect
to be discerning. The Scriptures teach
not only that there is a gift of discerning
of spirits but that we can also learn to
discern. This can only come as we are
transformed by the renewing. of our
minds. But the learning is a result of the
Holy spirit teaching us, and discernment
being a spiritual ability, one must be
spiritual as opposed to carnal. There is a
high price to pay for indulging in that
which appeals to the carnal nature. And,
most important, there is an eternal cost
that involves the loss of eternal rewards.
Needed: a Few Good Men
The only hope for the apostatizing
church is for a few Spirit-filled men of
God with a backbone to say "No" to the
worldly enticements that have entrapped
most church leaders, who should know
better but don't. May God raise up even
a handful of men who have the discernment to see through the mist and refuse
to "play church" like the vast majority of
Christians in this country today. The
church desperately needs men like that,
even though it doesn't want them. There
are many pastors who suspect that
something is seriously wrong with the
way things are, but they don't know what
to do about it or else they don't want to
jeopardize losing their "job" or most of
the congregation, which has one eye on
God and one eye on the world.
We need men today who will preach
with a loving spirit, but will nonetheless
preach the truth—and let the carnal ones
kick and scream if they don't want to
repent. True revival preaching is needed
today, but it is a rare thing in these last
days of apostasy.
via Pulpit Helps 

Study... 2 Tim. 2:15

(Adapted from: C.H. Spurgeon, The Early
Years, Banner of Truth, 1962.) 

Prayer is the most important thing
in my life. If I should neglect
prayer for a single day, I should
lose a great deal of the fire of faith.
-Martin Luther
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What Is A
Revival?
A Revival . . .
Is like a thundercloud, in that lightning leaps from it and sometimes hits to
kill
Like the sunshine, in that it sheds
light. and banishes darkness
Like a hammer, in that it breaks
chains and frees their victims
Like the weather, in that it cannot
please all
Like the moon, no matter how much
the dogs of opposition bark at it, it moves
right on
Like a war, in that there are always
two sides, and" the lines are closely
drawn
Like the earth, in that it is created
and upheld by an unseen power
Like, the Day of Judgment, in that
both judgments and rewards attend it
Like a charge in battle, in that the
true and the brave press to the front,
while the untrue and the cowardly fly to
the rear
Like a forest fire, in that when it
gets under headway, it spreads rapidly
and destroys all dead material
Like all other great blessings, in
that all glory for the good it brings should
be given to God alone. 

——————————
“O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of
the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy. God
came from Teman, and the Holy One
from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full
of His praise.” - Habakkuk 3:2-3.
“Revive thy work” literally means to
preserve or make alive thy work. “Selah”
means to pay strict attention to this; ponder this; or give heed to this statement. 

8. Because it will enforce as nothing else
can do the work of your pastor in the
pulpit and in the pew and stimulate
the life of your church in its every
activity.

Seldom Repress
An Impulse
To Pray

9. Because it will furnish as example and
a stimulus to other homes for the
same kind of life and service and
devotion to God.

by Dick Hester

M

any times in life you will see people in need and are drawn to help
them. Sometimes it is pretty simple and
the help needed is small; other times
there is a significant sacrifice needed on
our part if we get involved to help.
We can spend a Saturday helping a
neighbor build a deck along with some
other friends, and though we take the
time to help, it really turns out to be a fun
time that was not really any sacrifice to
speak of. Then there are those situations
that we wish we could do something
more, but there really is not anything we
can do. Those are the times where we
can help by devoting time to praying that
God will bless and work and make His
presence felt in a powerful way.
Most all of us probably have had or,
right now, do have friends or family who
are not doing well. Perhaps that person
is close to death, or a loved one has already passed . . . .You wish it were possible to drain off some of the pain and
carry it for them, but it really isn’t possible. I sincerely believe that God answers
prayer that is prayed in His will. God will
always give strength, joy, peace, and
wisdom when we ask for it.
Most definitely, God loves it when
we carry someone else’s burden in
prayer, and He will give peace and
strength and joy to those we pray for. I
believe that with all my heart. I will not
know until I get to heaven how much
God has done in the lives of people as a
result of my prayers for them. I again am
realizing that there aren’t that many
things in life that are super important—
just a few—and I need to focus my life on
those. At the top is praying for others!
First We Pray,



10. Because the Word of God requires it,
and in thus obeying God we honor
Him who is the Giver of all good and
the Source of all blessing. 

The Family
Altar
Author unknown

H

ere are ten good reasons why
every Christian home should have
a family altar:

1.

Because it will send you forth to the
daily task with a cheerful heart,
stronger for the work, truer to duty,
and determined in whatever is done
therein to glorify God.

2. Because it will give you strength to
meet the discouragements, the unexpected adversities, and sometimes the blighted hopes that may
fall your lot.
3. Because it will make you conscious
throughout the day of the attending
presence of the unseen, divine One
who will bring you through more than
conqueror over every unholy thought
or thing which rises up against you.
4. Because it will sweeten home life and
enrich home relationships as nothing
else can do.
5. Because it will resolve many of the
misunderstandings and relieve much
of the friction which sometimes intrudes into the sacred precincts of
family life.
6. Because it will hold as nothing else the
boys and girls when they have gone
out from underneath the parental
roof and will determine very largely
the eternal salvation of your children.
7. Because it will exert a helpful, hallowed influence over those who may
at any time be guests within the
home.
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“Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart
from it.” — Proverbs 22:6

4 Steps To A
New Life
1. Sin is a fact.
“All have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
“If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us” (1 John 1:8).
2. God has a penalty for sin.
“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a).
“And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second
death” (Revelation 20:14).
3. God’s penalty for sin has been paid
by Christ.
“God commended his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
4. Though Christ died for us, we must
personally receive God’s gift of salvation.
“That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.... Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved” (Romans 10:9, 10, 13).
Don’t put it off. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 6:2: “...behold, now is the day of
salvation.” Repent of your sins and pray
to God. Ask Him to forgive you and to
come into your heart. Your NEW life
awaits. . 

A Prayer For
Service
by Nancy Johnson, Missionary to Brazil

L

ord, impress on my heart my own
need for a life of service. Remind
me that true joy always comes from
serving You. You
have taught us in
Your Word that in
serving others, we
are truly serving You. Dear Lord, You
were the Great Example of a true servant. Thank You for that and help me to
walk in Your footsteps.
I pray for our Brazilian brothers and
sisters. Thank You for the beautiful testimony of some true Brazilian servants in
our midst. But You know how it is, Lord.
It's often easy to find folks who want to
lead the singing, preach, and sing special numbers. Yet,
sometimes it's hard
to find those who
are willing to carry
benches,
sweep
garbage out of the
street before an
open air meeting,
or even go on door-to-door visitation.
Forgive me, Father, I know I'm not
always the right example either. Don't let
me ever take lightly my own example,
not only in this area, but in
all areas of my life. My example will influence others;
there's no way around it,
Lord.
Then there are the
times when service to You,
Lord, is giving up something that my flesh would
have enjoyed. Help me to
realize that I can give up
certain things that would
tear down another brother or sister spiritually, or hurt Your Name somehow.
Dear Lord, I want to serve You without complaining about what I have to do,
or grumbling about what I can't do.
Sometimes I feel like telling others what
"great sacrifices" I'm making, but that
feeling doesn't come from You, Lord.
You surely didn't walk around on this
earth telling folks how much better
Heaven was, and how You wished You
hadn't left there.
Help me to remember that a servant
is often lonely and misunderstood, but in
the end, just Your smile will make it all
worthwhile! 

That We May Truly Know Him
by Steve Holmes

I

n order to trust a person or a product
there needs to be a circumstance to
test the validity of that person’s or that
product’s trustworthiness.
There are many characteristics that
cannot be known or proven without an
environment in which to prove those
characteristics. A boat cannot be proven
seaworthy unless it is given a sea trail.
You cannot know if a person is honest if
he has never been tempted to be dishonest. You cannot know that God is a God
of encouragement without being in a
place of needing encouragement. Paul
refers to God in Romans 15:5 as “the
God of patience and consolation.” The
Greek word paráklēsis, translated consolation here, is the same basic word that
is used for encouragement elsewhere.
God is an encourager, and He
knows the specific need in the difficult
times of life and how to meet that need.
For example when Elijah had run from
Jezebel and was so depressed he
wanted to die. God gave him food, water
and rest—not a sermon on Romans
8:28. When David was feeling the depression that comes from undealt-with
guilt, God didn't send someone to tell
him to forget the past. Instead He encouraged him with the promise of forgiveness as He sent Nathan to confront
him about the past.
In 2 Corinthians 7:5-7, when Paul
was feeling cast down from external
pressure and internal stress, God encouraged him with a visit from Titus and
a message of encouragement from the
Corinthian church. And when God used
Paul to encourage the church in Philippi,
He instructed him to write these words.
“Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus'“ (Philippians 3:13,
14).

When God Comes Alongside
God is an encourager. He is the
God of encouragement. In the times of
life that we feel despondent or cast down
He comes alongside (the meaning of
pará) in a variety of ways to encourage
us. Sometimes it's through providing a
need. Sometimes it's a godly friend or a
loving rebuke. Sometimes it's a reminder
of His presence: “I will never leave you
or forsake you." Whatever He uses is
appropriate to the need of the moment.

The Life of Calvary ~ Page 4

One man in his late twenties told of
the distress of the previous year when
his wife had undergone a double mastectomy because of cancer. From diagnosis
through surgery and on to the present,
he had struggled to remain strong for his
wife, wanting to be source of encouragement for her. But his own pain, confusion, and fear were nearly crippling him
emotionally. He shared that during this
time there were nights when sleep would
not come, nights when—sometimes with
his wife, sometimes alone, but always
with tears—he would read the words of a
psalm that God gave him: Psalm 142.
I wonder if you can sense the intimacy of those night-time moments with
God alone? Through those words, God
Himself encouraged this young man.
Through the experience he came to
know God in a way he never would have
known Him apart from the experience. It
was much more than knowing about
God; it was knowing God firsthand.
Seeing Better Than Hearing
This is what we hear Job saying after the deep trial of his life. He said to
God, “I have heard of You by the hearing
of the ear: but now my eye sees You."
Though he was a righteous man, a man
who was blameless and upright, one who
feared God and shunned evil at the beginning of his experience, he was still a
man who only knew about God. But after
the deep trial of life he came to know
God in a way that would never have
been possible apart from the experience.
If our words of encouragement are
to have substantial impact in the lives of
those around us we must become people
who not only know about God, but who
actually know the God of encouragement. Isn't that what the apostle is saying
in 2 Corinthians 1:3,4: “Blessed be God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort, who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God."
We cannot be that kind of people
apart from knowing God in the deep experiences of life.
Why This Life?
As I thought about these truths,
about the God of encouragement, about
the fact that apart from the situations of
life that bring the need of encouragement
I cannot know the encouragement of
God, or the God of encouragement. I realized that I had found the answer to a
question that I've struggled with for a
long time.
(Continued on page 6)

Jesus Is Coming!!! Jesus Is Coming!!!
by Pastor John Davis

A

few weeks ago, I preached a message from a passage that included
a man by the name of Bartimaus. The
thing most noted about Bartimaus is that
he was a blind man. I say "was" because
on one day, he heard a crowd coming
down the road and found that it was a
crowd that was following Jesus. Sometime in his life, he has heard about Jesus
and the miracles that He has done.
As a result, he begins to cry out to
Jesus to get His attention. Of course,
with anyone who was unimportant, the
people began to quiet the man. This did
not deter him because he cried out even
louder. Jesus responded by asking that
Bartimaus be brought to Him.
The people brought him to Jesus
and He asked Bartimaus, "What is it that
I should do unto you?" He answered the
Lord by stating that He would like to see
again and Jesus answered his request.
As I thought about this passage, I
began thinking about how much this
man's life was changed when he heard
that Jesus was coming. Let's look at that
for a moment.

1. His Actions Changed
A blind man in biblical days was often found at the gates of the city or along
the streets. They were not there for
medical attention, but rather to beg for
money to care for themselves and for
their families. It is believed by most
scholars that he would be there for hours
each day begging.
Imagine when Bartimaus heard the
noise of many feet coming his way.
Could this be a big day in receiving
money? Could it be a military group moving from one city to the next? Could it be
a funeral procession of people passing to
go to a tomb to bury a loved one?
As he listened, he heard the name
of Jesus. Maybe he asked concerning
the crowd and someone told him that it
was Jesus who was coming. Immediately, Bartimaus' actions changed from
begging to seeking Jesus. Since he
could not see, he did not know if Jesus
could hear him or even notice him.
Bartimaus' hand was then grabbed
gently by someone and led him to Jesus.
All of this because Jesus was coming.
Today, we are reminded in the Scripture
that Jesus is coming and personally, I
believe it to be very soon. But as I think
upon this, I wonder how many Christians
believe it to be true. You see, Bartimaus
believed Jesus was coming even when
he could not see Him and you can tell in
the pages of the Bible that he believed
because he began to cry out for Him.

I believe that Christians have heard
this so much and for so long that they no
longer believe that He is coming soon.
How do I know? Their actions haven't
changed. They still live in the same sins
they have lived in for years. They still are
not faithful in church or in service. There
is no desire to do anything that would
suggest that Jesus is coming soon.
The book of 1 John addresses this
matter concerning Jesus' coming as it
says that there will be those that are
ashamed at His coming. Why would any
Christian be ashamed at His coming?
They did not believe it and their actions
were not what they should have been
when He came for them.

“Jesus is coming soon!!
If believed, our hope, faith,
and joy should overwhelm us.
It should resound in our
lives to the point where
others can see it.”
Friends, if we truly believe that Jesus is coming soon, our lives should look
more like He would want them to be.
2. His Attitude Changed
As a blind man, Bartimaus was without hope of ever seeing again. There
was no cure for blindness and no hope
for him. His life was destined to be a beggar for the rest of his life rain or shine,
hot or cold. How miserable he must have
been to wake up and know each day that
he would be back in his same spot to do
the same thing again.
However, on this day, things would
be different. Why? Because he heard
that Jesus was coming. Suddenly, hope
filled his soul, so much that he could not
contain them. He would cry out with hope
that Jesus would hear him. Even after
people tried to quiet him, he cried out
even louder as if it was his last hope.
After he was brought to Jesus, I
think his faith took over and he requested
to be healed of his blindness. Of course
after his sight was given to him, imagine
the joy that filled his soul.
Jesus is coming soon!! If believed,
our hope, faith, and joy should overwhelm us. It should resound in our lives
to the point where others can see it. Our
attitude should change from hopelessness to hopefulness. Our attitude should
change from being miserable or bitter or
even angry and turn to great joy because
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Jesus is coming.
Did Bartimaus believe that Jesus
was coming? Yes, you could see it in his
hope. Did he believe that Jesus could
heal him? Yes, you could see it in his
faith. Did Jesus heal him? Yes, you
could see it in his joy.
Jesus is coming! Can people see
that you believe it?
3. His Life Changed
My favorite part of this event is the
change in Bartimaus' life. Jesus healed
him and now his life is changed forever.
He could now leave the street or gate
and go home to his family. He could now
find a job and support his family. I would
dare say, that as he passed by others
who were beggars, he had compassion
for them.
Jesus is coming soon and when He
does our lives will change forever. We
will be with Him at home (Heaven),
prayerfully with our families and with the
wonderful job of serving the Lord.
Christian, do you believe that Jesus
could come today? Think about it for a
moment. Do you really believe it? Does
your life reflect it? We should be living as
if it is today. Wouldn't that put an urgency to see people saved while there is
a little time left? Wouldn't that put an urgency to get rid of things in our lives that
would cause us to be ashamed when He
comes? I guess my real question is "if
you really believe that Jesus is coming
soon, where is the urgency?" Bartimaus
had it. He was earnestly and urgently
calling out to Jesus. There was so much
urgency, the people could not stop him.
Unbeliever, the fact that Jesus is
coming should scare you to death. Why?
The Bible shares in the prophets and in
the book of Revelation of what this world
will look like after Jesus takes the church
away. It will be a deadly, awful, and cruel
world. If Jesus would have come yesterday, you would be here to face it. If you
were to have died yesterday, you would
have faced eternity without Jesus and
without Heaven as your eternal home.
Would you receive His gift of salvation
today? Because He can come today. 

The Great Earthworm Race
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

T

here's nothing more pathetic than a
lost earthworm. Trust me. I know.
My daughter Annie and I were walking
down the long dirt road from our house
to the street to pick up the paper Saturday morning when we spotted it.
The unlucky earthworm had
crawled from the lush green grass at the
edge onto the sandy surface of the road.
You could trace his progress in the
sand. He seemed headed across the
road when he swerved. Maybe it was
the slight rise and fall of the surface that
threw him off, I don't know. But all at
once he began to crawl in irregular circles. When we found him, the poor thing
was thin and dry, covered with tiny
grains of sand, in utter despair. Round
and round he wriggled as the sun rose
higher hastening the hour when his arch
enemy—car tires—would find him naked
and exposed. Swish, grind, and that
would be all.
"Let's rescue him," I said to Annie.
She gently lifted his grainy form from the
road and deposited it gingerly in the
safety of the tall grass at the side. What
a way to begin a day. It makes you feel
good deep inside to rescue a worm.
But there were others. Scores of
others. Worm after hapless worm had
made his way from the safety of the
grass to the trackless desert of the road.
Occasionally we'd find a fat, juicy worm
just beginning his brave journey, blissfully unaware of the dangers ahead. Little did he know....
But we were there for them. I would
look for the tell-tale circling track in the
sand. "There's another," I would shout,
and Annie would rush to the rescue site
to lift yet another victim to safety. What
would explain this great worm exodus?
As we worked together as a finely-tuned
mercy team, a theory began to unfold.
There must have been some worm of a
disk jockey on a late night station who
had offered a prize for the worm who
made it to the other side. That must be
it! But who would receive the prize? We
began to look for that one worm winner
who possessed that stamina, courage,
and unerring sense of direction required
for this daring expedition. Did this one
make it, I would wonder as I traced his
trail in the sand. No, here he starts to
curve around. Invariably, one after another, the worms would lapse into circles, aimlessly crawling, going nowhere—rapidly at first, then slower and
slower as their precious resources
drained away.
We were almost back to the house
when we found him, the worm who had

bet against the
odds and won.
We traced his
trail from one
side of the road
to the other. But
no, he was within
inches of the
grass on the far
side when he
veered and began heading the
wrong direction, back to where he came
from, the "Wrong Way Carrigan" of the
worm world.
I tell you no lie. It actually happened,
though I can't vouch for the disk jockey
part. But enough of grainy, bedraggled
worms.
As Annie and I joked and rescued
our way back to the house I thought of
people I know. Where are we on our
journey? Where are we going, anyway?
Do we have a life goal, a destination, or
are we just wandering?
A verse came to mind as I acted as
chief worm-spotter: "I will instruct you
and teach you the way you should go; I
will counsel you with my eye upon
you" (Psalm 32:8). If only those worms
had air support—someone with perspective to radio down their position—they
could make it.
And I thought of how desperately we
need a Guide to show us the way
across, a Rescuer who will pick us up,
hopeless and lost though we may be,
and gently deposit us on the other side.
"Rescuer," you know means about the
same as "Savior." Jesus is that Rescuer.
He knows the way.
Are you tired of going round in circles, fighting fatigue and the fear of being squashed flat? Lift your weary head
one more time and utter a faint wormprayer. And then watch for your Rescuer. Look up! Look up!
Illustration by Rex Bohn, for the article
as it originally appeared in
Sunday Digest, April 25, 1993.
Copyright © 1985-1998 by Ralph F. Wilson,
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Can You Find 16
Books of the
Bible?
I once made a remark about the hidden
books of the Bible — it was a lulu, kept
people looking so hard for facts, but for
others it was a revelation. Some were in a
jam, especially since the names of the
books were not capitalized, but the truth
finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want
it to be a most fascinating few moments
for you. Yes, there will be really easy
ones to spot, others may require judges
to help them. I will quickly admit it usually
takes a minister to find one of them, and
there will be loud lamentations when it is
found. One woman says she brews a cup
of tea so she can concentrate better. See
how well you can compete. Relax now,
for there really are sixteen books of the
Bible in the story.

That We May
Truly Know Him
(Continued from page 4)

It may well be a question you've long
ago been able to answer, or maybe one
that you've never wrestled with. .
The question is simply, why this life?
Why is this existence on earth a part of
God's plan for those of us who belong to
Him, but to really know Him. And there
are aspects of the character of God that I
could never know apart from the experiences that I will have in this world of sin,
and in this body of flesh. Just like I cannot
know if a boat will float unless I put it in
water I cannot know the encouragement
of God without the circumstances of life
that cause me to need encouragement.
Had God simply given us life in paradise, had sin not entered the world, there
would be much of God that we could
never know. But now in this life we can
come to know the God of love, the God of
patience, the God of encouragement.
The Voice via Pulpit Helps



Just a thought....
3eed to Increase Your
Batting Average?
Author unknown

H

aving struck out
again and again,
many Christians resign
them selves to being lastplace spiritual athletes. It
is common among believers that we fail to live victoriously. If you fall into
this category, take heart,
for you can increase your
"batting average" and begin scoring some significant gains over sin and
discouragement.
A well-known sports psychiatrist has
helped players to overcome the mental
quirks that rob them of their confidence
to win. He says that in order to improve
their performance they need to concentrate on the immediate task at hand. For
example, a below-average hitter must
not go to the plate uptight, thinking he
must blast the ball into the upper deck.
Rather, according to the psychologist, he
must think about where the pitcher is going to throw the ball, calmly swing, relax,
think about putting the head of the bat
out where it will hit the ball, and any
thoughts of failure or successes will be
pushed out of his head.
A Christian can apply this same
principle to his life. He can go to bat with
confidence because of what Christ has
already accomplished. He just needs to
concentrate on the task at hand and give
himself to proper conduct.
Has failure in your past caused you
to settle for defeat? If so, you can cause
your "batting average" to steadily increase by looking to Jesus for strength
and inspiration to face the immediate
challenge before you.
Some verses for you to consider:
“For God hath not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). “Looking
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross....” (Hebrews
12:2). 

~ Answers on Page 8 ~
1. Which son of Isaac had red hair?
___________________
2. Which five books of the Bible are
commonly referred to as the
“Pentateuch”? __________________
______________________________
3. Which book in the Old Testament
predicted hundreds of years in advance that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem? ____________________
4. Which disciple referred to himself
as the one whom Jesus loved?
____________________
5. Which son of Hannah did God call
to be a prophet after the death of Eli?
____________________
6. What was the first job God gave to
Adam in the Garden of Eden? _____
______________________________
7. Into what city was Jesus going
when the crowds said, “Hosanna to
the Son of David, blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord”?
____________________
8. To what kind of animals did Rebekah offer water showing that she
was the bride God had picked for
Isaac? ________________________
9. Who was the mother of Ishmael?
____________________
10. In Jesus’ parable of the ten virgins, what did the five foolish ones
forget to bring? _________________
11. What did Jesus say a good tree
shows? _______________________
12. When God told Jonah to go to
Nineveh to preach, where did Jonah
go? __________________________

13. What was the occupation of
Uriah? ________________________
14. Who asked why the ointment
used by a woman to anoint Jesus
would not be more useful if sold and
the money be given to the poor?
___________________
15. In what book of the Bible will you
find the following verse: “Ask, and it
shall be given you, seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you”? _____________________
16. How many Magi or wise men visited Jesus according to Matthew? __
17. To whom was Jesus talking when
He said, “My kingdom is not of this
world”? _______________________
18. From what did God create man
and from what did God create
woman? _______________________
and __________________________
19. How many years did Methuselah,
the oldest man, live? _____________
20. After the Great Flood, on what
mountain did Noah’s ark rest?
_____________________
21. In the Beatitudes, who does Jesus say will inherit the earth?
_____________________
22. How were the Magi, or wise men,
warned not to return to King Herod
after seeing the baby Jesus?
_____________________
23. Who wrote the following: “Thou
believest that there is one God; thou
doest well; the devils also believe,
and tremble”? __________________
24. Which Old Testament prophet
writes exclusively about the destruction of Nineveh? ________________

As God Sees
By Ralph T. Nordlund
Man sees the kingly features,
The confidence and charm,
The large, impressive stature,
The strength of will and arm;
But God looks through the semblance
And reads the hidden part,
And chooses for His servants
The truly great at heart.
Man hears the spacious promise,
The boast of statesmanship,
And worships him whose praises
Are heard on every lip.
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But God’s ears are attentive
To hear the thought instead,
And catch the secret meaning
Of everything that’s said.
God’s ways with men are baffling,
And oft to our surprise
He passes by the famous,
The mighty and the wise.
He searches out a shepherd,
A tollman in the mart,
And fishers by the seaside—
The truly great at heart. 
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1. Esau (Genesis 25:25)
2. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus and
Deuteronomy
3. Micah (Micah 5:2)
4. John (John 21:20-24)
5. Samuel (1 Samuel 3:20)
6. To give names to all the living creatures or animals (Genesis 2:19)
7. Jerusalem (Matthew 21:9-10)
8. Camels (Genesis 24:20)
9. Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid (Genesis
16:1, 15-16)
10. Oil (Matthew 25:1-13)
11. Good fruit (Matthew 7:17)
Among the attributes of God, although
they are all equal, mercy shines with even
more brilliancy than justice. –Miguel de
Cervantes
Thou hast made us, O Lord, for Thyself
and our heart shall find no rest till it rests
in Thee. –St. Augustine in Confessions
A timely word may lessen stress
but a loving word may heal and bless!
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12. Tarshish (Jonah 1:1-3)
13. Soldier (2 Samuel 11:15)
14. Judas (John 12:5)
15. Luke (Luke 11:9)
16. The number is not specified in Matthew (or anywhere else)
17. Pilate (Matthew 18:36)
18. Dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7) and
Adam’s rib (Genesis 2:21-23)
969 years (Genesis 5:27)
Mount Ararat (Genesis 8:4)
The meek (Matthew 5:5)
In a dream (Matthew 2:12)
James (James 2:19)
Nahum (Nahum 1-3)
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19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
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Men may spurn our appeals, reject our
message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons, but they are helpless
against our prayers. –Sidlow Baxter
The growing Christian is like a head of
wheat: the riper he grows, the lower he
bends his head. –unknown
“Our Lord has written the promise of the
Resurrection not in books alone, but in
every leaf in springtime.” -Martin Luther
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DANIEL’S VISION OF
THE FOUR BEASTS
DANIEL 7
by Tim Arthur

ANCIENT
BEAR
BRAKE
CAST
DAYS
DEVOUR
DIVERSE
DOMINION
DREADFUL
DREAM
EAGLE
EARTH
EVER
EYES
FEET
FIERY
FLAME
FLESH
FOWL
GARMENT
HAIR
HEAD
HEART
HEAVEN
. HORNS

IRON
KINGDOM
LEOPARD
LION
LITTLE
MOUTH
NIGHT
OBEY
OPENED
PURE
RIBS
SAINTS
SNOW
STAND
STRONG
TEETH
TERRIBLE
THRONES
VOICE
WHEELS
WHITE
WINDS
WINGS
WOOL
WROTE
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