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eeded: Big Men
By Bill Denton
“And the things that thou hast heard
of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others
also.” (2 Timothy 2:2).
"Small boys learn to be large men in
the presence of large men who care
about small boys." -Phyllis Therous

W

e need some big men. I'm not talking about the relative physical size
of the person. I'm talking about men big in
mind, heart, and spirit. Our world suffers
when the only ones available are men
whose pinched minds and hearts and puny
spirits keep us in the grip of their meager
abilities.
We need men, especially in the
church, who are big. We need men whose
faith is big, whose minds are big enough to
think through the complicated problems to
help us understand God's solutions. We
need men whose hearts are big, not stifled
and stilted. We need men big enough to
love, compassionate enough to act, and

secure enough to risk what it takes to help
those who hurt. We need men who are big
on action instead of absent or unseen.
However, as much as we need big
men, we must also face the question about
how such men develop. It is always the rare
man who is truly big. The truth is that most
men are small. Fear, insecurity, and uncertainty keep most men in the little leagues.
They are happy for somebody else to rise to
the occasion and lead the way. We are
probably not going to change that situation.
Still, we need some big men. Where do
we get them? Phyllis Therous provides an
excellent clue. Mostly, we get big men from
small boys who are blessed by being in the
presence of big men. Most men need at
least encouragement from others, and especially an example and model. (Of course,
even without godly human father-figures,
there is always the ultimate Father-figure,
God Himself—so no one can claim bad example as an excuse for not measuring up.)
When the Apostle Paul envisioned the
responsibility of developing faithfulness in
others, he understood that it would happen

THIS MONTH’S VERSES:
“And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.”
— Ephesians 6:4; “Fathers,
provoke not your children to
anger, lest they be discouraged” — Colossians 3:21

(Continued on page 2)

Jubilant June has finally come.

Giving Beyond Ability
Author unknown
HE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN WE
ARE EXPERIENCING THESE DAYS
WILL LIKELY HAVE A BEARING ON THE
AMOUNT PEOPLE WILL GIVE TO
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS.
To be honest, we at Word and Deed
(an international Christian poverty-fighting
organization) are a bit apprehensive as to
whether we will meet our budget projections this year. Will we be able to fund our
existing projects, let alone, take on new
ones? The needs of those whom we have
been helping during our prosperous years
remain the same and are becoming even
greater because poor nations are less able
to absorb higher prices for food and other
basic necessities than we are.
We need to realize, however, that
God's command to remember the poor
remains in force at all times, during good
years as well as bad. Maybe the time has
come when we will no longer have the
luxury of giving from our abundance but

T

must learn to give beyond our ability (2 Cor.
8:3).
But even more is required of us; we are
to give cheerfully and with compassion and
sympathy. An example of this kind of giving
is Job. We know him as a model of patience
under extreme suffering. But he also serves
as a model of sympathy for the poor. Before
calamity struck Job, he was known as
someone who truly cared for people in
need. That's why it was so cruel of Eliphaz,
the Temanite, one of Job's so-called friends,
to insinuate that his suffering was partly due
to the fact that he had neglected his duty
with respect to the needy. "Thou hast not
given water to the weary to drink," Eliphaz
charged, "and thou past withholden bread
from the hungry" (Job 22:7-9).
This was slander, and Job, deeply offended and grieved, had to defend himself
against this false accusation: "If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have
(Continued on page 2)
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U nder the sun we love to run.
N ever a dull day for us to face.
E ndless days of God’s good grace.
June, the month of summer,
s uns hi ne
and
s wimm in g.
We
remember D-Day. W e remember
the selfless service, the sacrifice
made by those brave men and
women. W e remember and honor
them as we salute those white
crosses at Arlington, and mourn
with those whose loved ones were
lost at sea, left at Normandy or on
other foreign soil.
June, the month of weddings a time for true love. Sad to say,
today’s weddings do not have the
magic they once had. The age of
innocence is gone!
Flag
Day,
the
day
we
remember how our first flag was
sewn by Betsy Ross and the
significance
it
holds
for
our
country.
Father’s Day, the one day of
the year that we set aside to honor
our fathers. W e enjoy memories of
our own dad. F i r s t
day
of
summer, how ready we are for this
after the long, hard winter!
-Fern Hanlin Coberly

Giving Beyond
Ability
(Continued from page 1)

caused the eyes of the widow to fail... if I
have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering... then
let my mine arm fall from my shoulder
blade and mine arm be broken from the
bone" (Job 31:16, 19-22).
Job was not boasting, but merely
setting the record straight. We may do
that too when falsely accused. If anyone
should charge us with neglect in this
area, I hope we can say with an appeal
to God's omniscience that we have remembered the poor and needy in their
affliction.
Yet it is not enough if we can prove
to have done our duty here. We also
need to examine our consciences as to
whether our charitable deeds proceeded
from a loving and sympathetic heart. Job
could say, "Did I not weep for him that
was in trouble? Was not my soul grieved
for the poor?" (Job 30:25). Whenever
Job saw someone in need, he sympathized with him or her, and in a very
real sense made that person's burden
his own.
If even worldly people can show
sympathy when they encounter misery,
should we do less? Should we not excel
in caring for the poor and needy wherever they live, in our own neighborhoods
and cities or in far away countries?

Leave Them
Alone
Author unknown

A

n old nursery rhyme reads as follows: “Leave them alone, and they’ll
come home, wagging their tails behind
them.”
Sheepherders smile when they hear
this rhyme, for as one wrote in an American publication, “Lost sheep seldom come
home, and if they do it is an accident. You
go after them, summer or winter, you
flounder through snowdrifts on horseback
or on foot. You wade through downpours,
swollen brooks and flooded waters, if necessary. You may freeze your hands and
feet, but you dare not turn back.”
Pastors know that wandering sheep,
after being away a few Sundays, find it
difficult to come back to the services.
Though we like to think that Christian living has a beginning which will continue
until death, people have the responsibility
of responding to God’s grace. Many
churches have a percentage of names on

Such care, born from love to God
and our neighbor, brings rich rewards to
both benefactors and beneficiaries.
Showing sympathy is the best way to
secure God's comfort in our own afflictions. "Blessed is he that considereth the
poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of
trouble" (Psalm 41:1).
Relieving the poor is also the best
investment we can make. No bank pays
interest like the bank of Heaven. "The
liberal [generous] soul shall be made fat
[rich]: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself' (Proverbs 11:25).
Scripture and experience teach us that
we can't take our money with us when
we die. But if we support the Lord's
cause on earth generously and sacrificially, we will take our money with us into
the next world, plus interest, because "he
that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to
the Lord; and that which he hath given
will he pay him back" (Proverbs 19:17).
Of course, self-interest, though allowed, must not be our main motive for
sharing with others what God has given
us. It is God's plain command to do so.
As Paul exhorts us: "Bear ye one another's burden, and so fulfill the law of
Christ." Our obedience to this law is the
touchstone of our sincerity and the evidence that our faith is of the saving kind
because it is a faith working by love
(Galatians 5:6) and not a dead faith devoid of works (James 2:17).

eeded: Big Men
(Continued from page 1)

as one faithful man invested himself in
another man, who could, in turn, do the
same with yet another man. It is one
man with big faith, investing in another
man to help him develop a big faith, who
will then help another man develop a big
faith. That is how it works best. Big men
know the importance of passing big
things down the line.
Today, we face a legion of obstacles, problems, challenges, and opportunities. Little men will simply not get the
job done. It will take big men to take the
gospel to the world. It will take big men
to get out of their comfortable habits, to
take some risks, to put forth the energy
and effort to get the Lord's work done.
Why do we not have more big men ready
to take on the job? It may be that we've
spent far too much time in the company
of little men. Stand up, men. Step up to
the plate. Be big. Nothing else will succeed.
© 2003, Dr. Bill Denton All rights reserved. Dr. Denton's book, CrossTies
Devotionals,
is
available
at
www.lulu.com.
—via Pulpit Helps ?

From an issue of Word &
Deed Magazine via Pulpit Helps ?

The Most
Appreciated
Qualities in
Fathers

“All we like sheep
have gone astray;
we have turned
every one to his own
way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all. “
— Isaiah 53:6
the list of adherants (supporters) who
somehow become lost to the church and
need a shepherd to bring them back.
Jesus, the Great Shepherd (John
17), prayed for the sheep. He has kept
those entrusted to Him but undershepherds are needed to seek and to
save the lost who wander away from the
fold. Any Christian may be a shepherd
and help the Pastor Shepherd seek out
the straying sheep. All it takes sometimes is a word of encouragement, a
brief phone call or a short visit.
We don’t want to “leave them alone”
for we may never see them again. Do
your part to encourage one another to be
faithful to all worship services. ?
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D

r. Charlie Shedd conducted a contest called, “One Neat Dad.” Contestants were asked to recommend their
dads. Here is the list of the ten most appreciated qualities in fathers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

He takes time for me.
He listens to me.
He plays with me.
He lets me help him.
He invites me to go places with him.
He treats my mother well.
He lets me say what I think.
He is nice to my friends.
He only punishes me when I deserve
it.
10. He is not afraid to admit it when he is
wrong.
— via Pulpit Helps

?

Coincidence
Or God?
by Melanie Schurr
"At first laying down, as a fact
fundamental, that nothing with God
can be accidental." - Longfellow

A

friend and I were discussing miracles. It is interesting to note how
some people, when faced with a miraculous situation, interpret the events as
nothing more than pure coincidence.
While events that result from pure
chance may occur, it is an injustice to
God to chalk up all miraculous events as
such.
In my own life, especially as a
younger, single woman, there were times
that I needed a virtual miracle to pull me
out of a desperate situation. When these
prayers were answered, some of my
friends rolled their eyes, insisting the only
astounding thing to happen was that
good luck had fallen my way. However,
deep in my heart, I knew the miraculous
truth.
I had no tangible evidence to prove
that God had His hand in these events.
I'm certain that even if God did choose to
offer me something tangible, such as a
boulder crashing through my living room
bearing the engraved inscription, "This is
God," the doubters would still find some
loophole through which to explain the
amazing phenomenon.
This same friend then raised the
issue of coincidence vs. God's miraculous authorship in the Bible, specifically,
the first book of the Bible, Genesis. He
noted how the Messianic line always
seemed to produce a surplus of sons, but
few daughters. Nahor, (Abraham's
brother), Ishmael, and Jacob had twelve
sons each. We know that Ishmael had at
least one daughter, (who married Esau),
as did Jacob, but Nahor apparently had
none. He did have one granddaughter,
however, through his son Bethuel (see
Genesis 22:20-21).
It dawned on my friend that there
could have been only one candidate who
could fulfill the qualifications laid down by
Abraham for a bride for his son Isaac,
“But thou shalt go unto my country, and
to my kindred, and take a wife unto my
son Isaac” (Genesis 24:4). No wonder
Abraham's servant asked, "Peradventure
the woman will not be willing to follow me
unto this land”? (Genesis 24:5). He had
only one chance to get it right! Everything
that God had promised to Abraham, the
entire Messianic line and the destiny of
the world, hung on the agreement of one
woman to walk away from her family,
forsake and leave behind everything she
knew, forgo the certainties of the settled

Your Blind Spot
by Pastor Jesse Waggoner

Y

ou are partially blind! Oh, you don't
think so. Allow me to prove my
point. Look at the picture at normal reading distance. Close your left eye and look
at the magician's wand. Slowly move the
picture in and out. As you do, you will
notice at a particular point the rabbit will
disappear. Go ahead and try it, I'll wait
until you get back. So, why did the rabbit

disappear? The back of your eye, the
retina, has a place where the nerve endings for the light receptive cells join the
optic nerve. At this point there are no
light receptive cells and hence a blind
spot. When the rabbit is in this blind spot
it "disappears." Fortunately the Lord
placed this spot 12 degrees to one side.
If it were located in the middle of our retina we would have a serious disability.
Why don't we notice this blind spot
all the time? When both eyes are open
the mind combines both images into the
3-D view that we are used to seeing. In
combining the two pictures the two blind
spots are covered by the information
supplied by the other eye. Even when we
only have one eye open we do not see a
city life for the dubious honor of becoming the wife of a nomad, an alien in a
strange land without a square cubit of
land to call home! The amazing thing is
that when the stakes are really high, God
doesn't necessarily expand the options.
On the contrary, He more often narrows
them down to just one. That is not an
accident, it is God's design.
Think of a time you may have been
deeply lost in sin. At the point you realized you needed help, did your options
expand or decrease? Based on my own
experiences, my options decreased.
There were only two choices: good or
evil. Given my true heart and desire for
righteousness, that choice became narrowed to one. The choices were to either
reach for God, or remain entrenched in
sin, something I wanted no part of.
There are no coincidences when it
comes to spiritual matters. The only confusion lies in our understanding of God's
abilities, which are boundless! ?
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blind spot because the brain fills in the
missing information with detail similar to
that nearby.
Now that I have proven one blind
spot allow me to prove another. We do
not see ourselves as we truly are. Jesus
said we could easily see imperfection in
others but miss it in ourselves. He said,
“... how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me pull out the mote out of thine eye;
and, behold, a beam is in thine own
eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother's." (Matthew 7: 45). A mote is a small speck of dust that
we can see with 20/20 vision in someone else, the beam is like a 2X4 but we
cannot see it. This blind spot is linked to
the pride that is part of all of us (see 1
John 2:16). We do not like to admit that
there are imperfections in us. After all if
we admit to our imperfections we are
admitting weakness and this is painful to
our pride.
Since we have such a blind spot
and since we should want to correct our
own faults how do we go about correcting our vision problem. There are two
resources that our Lord has given to enable us to see ourselves in spite of our
blind spot. The first is other people.
Proverbs 27:6 says it this way, "Faithful
are the wounds of a friend;" A true friend
will tell us of our shortcomings even
though these may be painful to hear.
Since we need others, God desires that
His children be an active part of a local
church. Those who claim to be Christians but find no time for participation in
a local church are at the worst not real
Christians or at best Christians who are
remaining in blind immaturity. (If the preceding sentence seems harsh, consider
it the wound of a friend). The second resource is the Word of God. Please take
a moment and read James 1:22-25.
James states that one who hears
the word of God but does not practice it
is like a man who takes a quick look in
the mirror but does not do anything to
improve his appearance. To be what
God wants us to be we must look long
and hard into the mirror, the Word of
God, that perfectly shows us what we
are like. Just as I am totally sure you will
look into a mirror today to check on your
outward appearance be sure this day
and every day, to look into God's mirror
and make the corrections necessary. If a
church and the Bible are part of your life
then your natural spiritual blindness is in
the process of being healed. Make sure
you do not continue in blindness! ?

Are You
Planning for
Eternity?

Our Root System
by Dick Hester
As I write I always ask the Holy
Spirit to help us understand what
people like us need to know and
that we can all get some selfdirection in the journey of our Christian life.

S

everal years ago after a giant wind
and rain storm went through our
neighborhood, our next-door neighbor,
who is a widow, had a giant oak tree go
down. As I went over to look at it I noticed that the root system at the base of
the tree was literally ripped out of the
ground. The root system was shallow
and unable to hold that tree up when the
storm came. It’s the deepening of the
root system that causes a tree to be able
to stand, even in great storms. It’s pretty
obvious that there is a terrific illustration
here. We can be like trees; we can grow
tall and we can look awfully good . . . until the strong winds come. If the root system, spiritually speaking, is not deep in
the “soil”, then chances are there will be
a catastrophe and we will be blown over.
The same can be true of churches.
They can look good in terms of buildings,
programs, or the attractiveness of leadership. But if the root system of a church is
not deep, there will come a point where
that church dries up and blows away.
Individuals and churches must spend
time on what the root system is about.
The Book of Acts gives instruction for
what it means to deepen a root system;
we as individuals and churches can understand that external challenges can
help us grow stronger through every trial.
The context in chapter 1 is the returning
of the Disciples to Jerusalem, having
been with Jesus on the mountain from
where He was lifted into heaven. Verses
12-14 begin with an interesting roster of
men. These guys formed the core of the
Christian band of people. A close study
of these men gives us the disparity
among them. There was a tax collector,
a zealot (which today we’d call a terrorist), and so on . . . and God wove them
together to build the church. Go figure!
Then v. 14: “. . . they “all continued with
one accord (together) in prayer and supplication.” Keyword: Prayer.
It was the overall activity, ambiance,
atmosphere, and spirit of this place
where the earliest of Christians gathered:
the Upper Room, a place where they
talked about what was going to happen
next. I imagine that at this time, this
place was filled with fear. These people
were confused; they didn’t have all the
answers, and they had no idea what the
next step was. They were aware that the
same people who took the life of Jesus

could easily, with the slightest provocation, take their lives. This room was not
filled with a hugging, laughing, partying
sound. They were desperate to know
how things were going to go. That’s why
prayer was so important. It was the thing
that galvanized the fearful, questioning
people together. I don’t think they were
on their knees 24/7, but there was a solemnness in the Upper Room. They
talked about the future, reminisced about
the teachings of the Lord, the things He
had said and done, and how their own
stories changed as Jesus entered their
lives. I think they probably sang, someone felt compelled to pray, and they
prayed as a group in specific ways. I
think this was a very sacred period of
time, where people were not only in
presence of each other but in the presence of the Lord. The most intimate experience of Christians gathering together
is to pray.
Prayer describes conversation going
on between a person or a group of people and God. Prayer assumes that God
is always the ultimate object of the conversation. It can work in the other direction, where God speaks to the person or
persons. But basically, it is an upward
conversation that is shaped and designated to go to heaven. The topics of
prayer are gratitude, where people find
ways to thank God; prayer should always
include appreciation and gratitude.
Prayer is an act of worship, talking about
the faithfulness, character, worth, love,
and work of God—particularly His redemptive work. In our prayers we say,
this is what God means to us; what we
see in Him. We thank Him and praise
Him. We worship Him.
Then there must be a sense of confession. We open our hearts and reveal
attitude and actions that fall short of the
Lord’s standards for us. We talk to Him
about them; we confess them. We seek
His forgiveness. Prayer also includes intercession and requesting. We lift our
hearts up on behalf of people we’re concerned with, and for our broken world;
issues in our own lives and the lives of
those we love. We say, “Lord, Your will
be done. This is what we’d love to see
happen, but Your will be done.” Sometimes God doesn’t do what we love to
see happen, but He hears.
Prayer is the beginning of developing
our root system. Take it out and our personal lives or our churches will crumble
and fall.
First We Pray! Get it?

?
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by Norman J. Stark

T

oday, we spend a great percentage
of life planning our personal concerns: where we live, what make of car
we drive, how we invest our money, and
in making plans for retirement. Also, we
become concerned about our plans in the
event of death: the funeral arrangements,
by whom, and the service. We even
check out the cemetery plot: is it under a
shade tree or by a small creek? Does it
have a scenic overlook? Does this seem
like a quiet and peaceful place?
We sometimes need reminding that as
important as these items may be, they
are only temporal, and life is really eternal. Therefore, there is a concern which
should capture our every thought, our
plan for eternity. God has given us the
opportunity from the time we are born until the time we die to make provisions for
where we spend that eternity.
For the individual who is a child of
God, we have the comfort and assurance
of knowing that our Lord is our eternal
planner. The Word of God assures us in
John 14:2, “in my Father’s house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you. ” 1 Peter 1:3-5 says, “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead. To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you. Who are kept
by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.”
What unspeakable joy awaits the
child of God in heaven! Is Christ your
planner for eternity? ?

Life’s Real Issues
by John W. “Bill” Davis
[“This month is Father's Day and as
a result, I would like to honor my
Dad by placing one of his lessons
in
place
of
mine
this
month. Through this, I pray that it
will be a blessing to you.
Dad, I love you and am thankful for
your influence in my life and the
example you have given me. I
hope that you won't mind this, but I
would like for others to see
the teaching that has been a part of
my life. I love you Dad!" - Pastor
John]
reveals to His disciples that He
J esus
must suffer and die. Peter’s response
is less than stellar. In fact, it offends the
Lord. He takes the opportunity to speak
of life, the love of it and the sacrifice of
losing it. He lets it be known that He is
not the only one who must die to please
the Father. For Him life is death. For the
believer it is likewise. This is the bulk of
His teaching in the remainder of this
chapter.
First, however, the account of Jesus
healing the blind man at Bethsaida is
given. With it Bethsaida herself is reminded of her waywardness. She will not
turn her back upon the Lord without
knowing the displeasure of the Lord.
A. Jesus Heals The Blind Man At
Bethsaida - Verses 22-26.
“And he cometh to Bethsaida: and
they bring a blind man unto him, and
besought him to touch him. And he took
the blind man by the hand, and led him
out of the town; and when he had spit on
his eyes, and put his hands upon him he
asked him if he saw ought. And he
looked up, and said, I see men as trees,
walking. After that he put his hands
again upon his eyes, and made him look
up: and he was restored, and saw every
man clearly. And he sent him away to his
house, saying, Neither go into the town,
nor tell it to any in the town” (Verses 2226).
Once again we see an event that is
only recorded in the book of Mark. Not
only this, but it is the only account where
Jesus healed a person in stages or
gradually. Some have conjectured as to
why this happened and have concluded
that Jesus is showing his disciples that
spiritual maturity does not come overnight, or immediately, but over time. Earlier Jesus admonished His disciples for
their slowness in understanding spiritual
things. So it is believed by some that
Jesus uses the healing of the man at
Bethsaida to show how the Lord has to
continually touch those who choose to

serve Him in order for them to have the
spiritual understanding He desires of
them. The touch of the Lord may be administered many times throughout the life
of the believer.
The blind man at Bethsaida is here
because his friends have brought him to
see Jesus. His friends are persistent in
their desire to him healed. Mark records
them beseeching, or calling out to Jesus
to touch him. There is no doubt with them
as to whether or not Jesus can heal him.
Their faith is strong and unwavering.
Jesus takes the blind man by the
hand, and leads him out of town. He
does not ask his friends to lead him, He
Himself leads him. This is reminiscent of
Job where he said, “I was eyes to the
blind, and feet was I to the lame” (Job
29:15). Jesus leads him out of town. He
does so to scold Bethsaida for her lack of
repentance even though similar works
have been done within her (Matthew
11:20). She is no more worthy to be privy
to the mighty works of the Lord. He may
have done so also to give the man
greater vistas to see when He heals him.
Jesus spits on (some say “in”) the
man’s eyes to bring forth the healing
balm spoken of in Revelation 3:18. He
then puts his hands upon the man and
asks him if he sees anything. Knowing
his own condition, the man says, “I see
trees walking” (Verse 24b). He cannot
distinguish men from trees apart from the
fact that men walk. Jesus puts his hands
upon his eyes again and makes him look
up. This time the fullness of his sight is
restored. This time he sees every man
“clearly” (Verse 25b). The man was
healed according to his faith.
As Jesus has done at other times,
He tells the man “Neither go into the
town, nor tell it (the account of his healing) to any in the town” (Verse 26b), but
this time for a different reason. He knows
the people within the city are expecting
the man to return fully cured. They did
not follow him out of town to see him
healed because they have seen so many
of Jesus’ miracles before. He has become an expected result. Jesus is taken
for granted. They are forfeiting the favors
God has for them. One day soon, however, they will not see in the things of
peace Christ had for her. Instead, she
will be blind herself to what she could
have had in Christ.
B. Peter Confesses Christ Openly –
Verses 27-33.
“And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi;
and by the way he asked his disciples,
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Pastor John & Dad, “Bill” Davis
saying unto them, Whom do men say
that I am? And they answered, John the
Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others,
One of the prophets. And he saith unto
them, But whom say ye that I am? And
Peter answereth and saith unto him,
Thou art the Christ. And he charged
them that they should tell no man of him.
And he began to teach them, that the
Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders, and of the chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. And he spake
that saying openly. And Peter took him,
and began to rebuke him. But when he
had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee
behind me Satan: for thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but the things
that be of men” (Verses 27-33).
After healing the man at Bethsaida,
Jesus asks a probing question of His
disciples on the way to the “towns of
Caesarea Philippi” (Verse 27b). His
question is very simple, “Whom do men
say that I am” (Verse 27c)? This is asked
as many people have heard Him teach
and have seen the great and mighty
miracles He has done. Surely there is an
opinion of who He is? His disciples answer him and say, “John the Baptist<
Elias<One of the prophets” (Verse 28).
Not one of them say they believe Him to
be the Messiah. Jesus then turns to the
disciples themselves and asks, “But
whom say ye that I am” (Verse 29b)?
Apparently no one but Peter answers
and his answer is right, “Thou art the
Christ.” No doubt Jesus is pleased and
“[charges] them to tell no man of
him” (Verse 30) until the proof of who He
is revealed shortly.
Jesus then tells the disciples as to
what is going to take place in the near
future. He tells them “that the Son of man
must suffer many things, and be rejected
of the elders, and of the chief priests, and
scribes, and be killed, and after three
days arise again” (Verse 31). Many of the
disciples have either gotten over the fact
that Messiah would only be with them a
short time, or they just did not want to
think of the fact that He must be “killed”
in order to accomplish His work. Peter
(Continued on page 6)

The Beginning
of Father’s Day

O

ne Sunday in 1909, a young
woman named Sonora Smart Dodd
sat in a pew listening to a sermon honoring mothers. Her mother had died some
years before, so her father raised her by
himself. She began to wonder why there
wasn’t a day to honor fathers.
Sonora decided to arrange for a tribute to be paid to her father at a church in
her hometown, of Spokane, Washington.
The date was June 19, 1910. Many believe that this was the beginning of Father’s Day.
Another view is that Dr. Robert
Webb, pastor of Central Church in Fairmont, West Virginia, held a service giving tribute to fathers in 1908. Regardless
of which story is the correct one, it is certain that President Calvin Coolidge was
the first President to choose a special
day to honor fathers. He proclaimed the
third Sunday in June as Father’s Day in
1924. ?

Sharing the
Load

S

ome time ago, at a Midwestern
county fair, a contest was held to
see which draft horse could pull the
heaviest load. Several horses were entered into the contest. The first horse
pulled a sled with a load of 2,500 pounds
and that set the level for which all the
other horses were tested. One by one
the horses were hitched to that sled and
tested to see if they could pull that heavy
weight.
All the horses that were able to pull
the sled were brought back and another
500 pounds was added. Another test.
Several of the horses could pull that
weight as well, and another 500 pounds
was added. Each time the horses could
pull that weight another 500 pounds was
added and more horses were eliminated.
When they got to 4,000 pounds only
two horses were left and the champion
horse managed to pull the sled with
4,500 pounds on it. After the contest was
over, one horse owner suggested that it
would be interesting to see how many
pounds the top two horses could pull together. When the animals were harnessed together they were able to pull
12,000 pounds! Together they had pulled
3,500 pounds more.
Is there a message there? Church
members working together can accomplish far more than they can alone. ?

Smiles
by Rich Ferris in Homiletics

S

torms at sea have a way of sneaking up too quickly, without any
warning. Just when the waters look
calm and tranquil, and we are drifting
along peacefully, the blue sky suddenly
fills with dark, ominous clouds, and we
are taken into the throes of a typhoon....
Jesus and his disciples were once
caught in a terrible storm at sea. And
while the disciples cringed in fear and
trembled, Jesus slept and when
aroused by his desperate disciples,
commanded the storm to cease.
Jesus still commands the storms.
And he still causes them to cease. Even
when our confidence in our own navigational skills has dwindled, we can still
find comfort within the storm.
Storms pass. They don't last forever. Getting through them can be
tough, but never impossible. And once
you're through, you can get back on
course.
Even...if it's a different direction. ?

The Donkey
Author unknown

O

ne day a farmer's donkey fell down
into a well. The animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do.
Finally, he decided the animal was
old, and the well needed to be covered
up anyway; it just wasn't worth it to retrieve the donkey.
He invited all his neighbors to come
over and help him. They all grabbed a
shovel and began to shovel dirt into the
well. At first, the donkey realized what
was happening and cried horribly. Then,
to everyone's amazement he quieted
down.
A few shovel loads later, the farmer
finally looked down into the well. He was
astonished at what he saw. With each
shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He
would shake it off and take a step up.
As the farmer's neighbors continued
to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he
would shake it off and take a step up.
Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as
the donkey stepped up over the edge of
the well and happily trotted off!
Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all
kinds of dirt. The trick to getting out of
the well of despair is to shake it off and
take a step up. Each of our troubles is a
(Continued on page 7)
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Life’s Real Issues
(Continued from page 5)

speaks up and begins to rebuke Jesus
for saying such things (Verse 32b). Although a noble gesture on his part to
oppose such talk, he had been prodded
by another to say such things. Jesus recognizes this and looks upon his disciples
rather offended and rebukes Peter
sharply, saying, “Get thee behind me
Satan: for thou savourest not the things
that be of God, but the things that be of
men” (Verse 33b). The very purpose of
His coming was to suffer and die. This is
non-negotiable. Peter, nor any other disciple, is to ever challenge the purpose
and will of God for Him. He has chosen to
suffer. His death will give glory to the
Father and defeat Satan’s purpose here
on earth. Salvation is in Him. His death
will bring salvation to multitudes.
C. Jesus Gives A Discourse On Life –
Verses 34-38.
“And when he had called the people unto
him with his disciples also, he said unto
them, Whosoever will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow me. For whosoever will save
his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall
lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s,
the same shall save it. For what shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his
soul? Whosoever therefore shall be
ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels” (Verses 34-38).
Building upon the words He spoke to
Peter, Jesus calls the people unto Him
and His disciples and tells them, “If you
are going to follow me, you have to deny
yourself, and be willing to die for
me” (Note Verse 34). His suffering and
death will bring eternal life to those who
will receive Him. He says to find true life
one has to lose it, but in losing it for Him
and the gospel, he will save it (Verse 35).
He expresses that there is a greater
cause than this life we have. Living and
dying for Him is not a loss, but a gain.
Serving Him can be glorious, but it may
also lead to death. Many do not want to
consider this. “Gaining the whole
world” (Verse 36b), apart from Him is
losing one’s own soul is like saying, “I
choose to live my life now for myself. I’ll
take my chances with eternity.” What a
waste! A person may choose not to accept the Lord and serve Him. God grants
him that. But He will not receive him as
His child either when He returns for His
own “with the holy angels” (Verse 38b).
Rejecting the Lord is no small
thing. ?

Just a thought....
Saving Grace

S

ome years ago, an Ohio woman
named Grace Smith was at worship
listening to the sermon. Suddenly, she
thought she heard a voice. Not an audible voice, but an insistent voice whispering in her mind. Then an address popped
up into her head: 1522 Spring Street.
She knew no one at that address in her
small city. Yet she could not get it out of
her mind. Leaving the church, she decided to drive down Spring Street and
look for the house numbered 1522.
When she found it, she felt compelled to walk to the front door of the
home and knock. She heard someone
slowly shuffling toward the door. When
the door finally opened, Grace saw a
bent-over elderly man. A frail and obviously ill woman stood behind him. They
invited her in. She was not there long
before she discovered that they were out
of food and in need of medicine.
The couple had no neighbors who
checked on them and no family members to care for them. They were sick,
hungry and lonely. They needed help
immediately!
Grace took charge and saw that
they received help as fast as she could
provide it. The condition of that poor old
couple would not leave Grace's mind.
How many other people in her city
needed food, health care and friendship,
she wondered?
Grace began to speak to pastors
and other concerned Christians in her
community. She began to spread the
word about meeting the needs of those
in desperate conditions. The response
was so favorable that a Community
Christian Service was formed. And
though Grace has long since died, the
works of mercy she started still continue
throughout her community. ?

The Donkey
(Continued from page 6)

steppingstone. We can get out of the
deepest wells just by not stopping; never
giving up! Shake it off and take a step up.
Remember these five simple rules to
be happy:
1. Free your heart from hatred - Forgive.
2. Free your mind from worries - Most
never happen.
3. Live simply and appreciate what you
have.
4. Give more.
5. Expect less. ?

~ Answers on Page 8 ~
1. Who was the father of Jonah?
____________________
2. Who was the father of Gideon?
____________________
3. What news caused the death of
Eli? __________________________
_____________________________
4. Which of the following cities is the
farthest south—Ephesus, Rome,
Corinth, or Thessalonica?
___________________
5. To whom was the Lord talking
when He gave the following description: “He is a chosen vessel unto me,
to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel”? _______________________
6. Name the four half-brothers of
Jesus. _______________________
_____________________________
7. What two individuals in the Bible
are recorded as having seen a vision
of a rider on a red horse?_________
_____________________________
8. Who told the soldiers to lie and
say that Jesus’ disciples had stolen
His body after His resurrection?
____________________________
9. Whose daughter do Israelite
women commemorate for four days
each year? ____________________

Valued
A speaker began his seminar by holding up a $20 bill. He asked the group of
200, "Who would like this $20 bill?" Most
hands went up. He said, "I'll give this $20
to one of you, but first let me do this." He
crumpled up the $20 bill then asked,
"Who still wants it?" Most hands were
raised again.
"Well," he continued, "what if I do
this?" He dropped it and ground it into
the floor with his shoe. He picked up the
crumpled and dirty bill. "Now who still
wants it?" Again the hands went into the
air.
"My friends, you have all learned a
very valuable lesson. No matter what I
did to the money, you still wanted it because it didn't decrease in value. It was
still worth $20.
"Many times in our lives, we are
dropped, crumpled and ground into the
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10. Which Bible book says that the
natural man doesn’t receive the
things of the Spirit for they are foolishness to him? _______________
11. What are God’s first recorded
words in the Bible? _____________
___________________
12. Who was the father of Leah and
Rachel? ______________________
13. What was Daniel’s Babylonian
name? _______________________
14. Who was the army commander
healed of leprosy by Elisha?
_____________________________
15. Who was the father of Mahlon
and Chilion and the husband of
Naomi? ______________________
16. Which book in the Bible provides
a list of the Jewish exiles who were
allowed to return from Babylon?
_____________________________
17. Who told Zacharias to name his
son “John”? ___________________
18. Which books of the Bible are
known as the ‘Synoptic Gospels’?
_____________________________
19. For what teaching did Paul and
the other apostles criticize the Judaizers? ________________________
_____________________________
20. Who wrote: “The race is not to
the swift, nor the battle to the
strong”? ______________________
dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way. We feel
as though we're worthless.
"But no matter what has happened or
what will happen, you will never lose your
value in God's eyes. To Him, dirty or
clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are
still priceless to Him. Psalm 17:8 states
that God will keep us `as the apple of [His]
eye."' ?
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10. 1 Corinthians (2:14)
11. “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3)
12. Laban (Genesis 29:16)
13. Belteshazzar (Daniel 1:4)
14. Naaman (2 Kings 5:1-19)
15. Elimelech (Ruth 1:2)
16. Ezra (Ezra 2)
17. The angel Gabriel (Luke 1:13, 19)
18. Matthew, Mark & Luke
19. For preaching that Christians still
must keep the old Jewish Law
20. Solomon (Eccleseiastes 9:11)

1. Amittai (Jonah 1:1)
2. Joash (Judges 6:11)
3. The loss of the Ark of the Covenant
(1 Samuel 4:18)
4. Corinth
5. Ananias (Acts 9:9-15)
6. James, Simon, Joses (or Joseph),
and Jude (or Judas) (Mark 6:3)
7. John (Revelation 6:4) & Zechariah
(Zechariah 1:8 and 6:2)
8. The chief priests (Matthew 28:13)
9. Jephthah (Judges 11:40)

“I do not believe anyone ever yet humbly, genuinely, thoroughly gave himself
to Christ without some other finding
Christ through him.” — Phillips Brooks
“How far would Moses have gone if he
had taken a poll in Egypt?”
— Harry Truman
“Faith is not believing God in spite of the
evidence. Faith is obeying God in spite of
the consequences.” — Adrian Rogers
A Christian should be like a good watch:
open face, busy hands, pure gold, wellregulated, full of good works. — Selected.

The father of five children had won a toy
at a raffle. He called his kids together to
ask which of them should have the present. “Who is the most obedient?” he
asked. “Who never talks back to mother?
Who does everything she says?” Five
small voices answered in unison. “Okay,
dad, you get the toy.”
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WORD LIST
ABIDE
APOSTLE
BISHOP
CHARGE
CHARITY
CHIEF
DEACON
DEFILE
DOCTRINE
ELDER
EPHESUS
EXAMPLE
EXHORT
FABLES
FAITH
FIGHT
GIFT
GODLY
GOOD
GOSPEL
GRACE
HEART
HEED
HOLY
HOPE

LIARS
MERCY
MINISTRY
MODEST
NOVICE
PAUL
PEACE
PRAY
PREACHER
PURE
RANSOM
SAVED
SILENCE
SOBER
SOBRIETY
TEACH
THANK
TRUST
TRUTH
USURP
VAIN
WOMEN
WORKS
WORLD
YOUTH
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